
NEWPORT INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS  
 

     Welcome, everyone to a 

new school year.  We are off 

to a great start thanks to 

your support and coopera-

tion! 

      Here are a few important 

items of which you need to 

be aware: 

• Students may be in the 

cafeteria beginning at     

7:00 a.m. 

• Breakfast is served from 

7:15—7:40 a.m. 

• Classes begin at        

7:45 a.m. 

• Dismissal on regular 

school days is 2:45 p.m. 

• Dismissal on “early re-

lease” days is 1:30 p.m. 

• The Youth Services Cen-

ter is open 8:00 a.m.—

4:00 p.m.  Phone: 292-

0552. 

• The School-Based 

Health Center is open           

7:30 a.m.—4:00 p.m. 

Phone: 291-1910. 

     Please know, the faculty 

and staff of Newport Middle 

School strive to meet the 

needs of each student that 

walks through our doors.  Of 

course, with each new school 

year there are challenges to 

be addressed.  However, 

those same challenges often 

present opportunities for 

growth.  It is in that spirit we 

begin the school year.   

      If you have questions or 

concerns, we encourage you 

to call us at 292-3017. And 

again, thank you so much for 

all your efforts in making the 

start of the 2009-2010 

school year a smooth one! 

—David Upchurch, Principal                                         
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S E P T .  D A T E S  O F  N O T E :  

• Sept. 7, Labor Day, no school. 

• Sept. 8 @ 3:15 p.m., SBDMC 

meeting (NMS Library). 

• Sept. 8 @ 6:30 p.m., meeting 

for parents of 7th- & 8th-

grade students wishing to go 

to Washington D.C.  

• Sept. 9 @ 1:30 p.m., Early 

Release.       

• Sept. 14, 6th-grade MAP test-

ing. 

• Sept. 16, 8th-grade Explore 

Test. 

• Sept. 19, Progress Reports.  

• Sept. 21, 7th-grade MAP test-

ing. 

• Sept. 25, 8th-grade field trip 

to Camp Kern. 
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 Off  to See the Prez: NMS To Visit Washington, D.C. 

     As stated by John F. Ken-

nedy, “Washington is a city of 

Northern efficiency and 

Southern charm.” This year, 

our students will be able to 

experience the best of both 

worlds as they travel to our 

nation’s capitol on an educa-

tional trip of a lifetime.  

     Open to 7th- and 8th-grade 

students, the trip will highlight 

famous landmarks that cap-

ture the development of our 

nation, while allowing stu-

dents to explore its historical 

begin-

nings.  

      A 

sampling 

of trip 

activities 

includes: 

the Holo-

caust 

Museum, 

Ford’s Theater, a US Capitol 

tour, the White House, Mount 

Vernon, National Archives, 

Smithsonian Institutes, and 

Arlington National Cemetery.  

     With multiple fundraising 

opportunities available, we 

hope to make this a trip that 

all students can afford to 

attend. A parent meeting will 

be held on September 8th, 

6:30  

p.m. in the cafeteria to dis-

cuss details, costs, and fund-

raising.   

      We look forward to seeing 

you and your child there!  If 

you have any questions, 

please call 292-0552.   

Newport Middle School: Dedicated to student success. 

Qtr.    Begin            Mid-Term     End 

 

1        8/18/0        9/16/09     10/19/09 

 

2       10/20/09    11/17/09   12/18/09 

  

3       1/04/10       2/05/10     3/11/10 

  

4       3/12/10       4/23/10     5/27/10 

G R A D E  R E P O R T  P E R I O D S  



     Now in its third year, the pur-

pose of the 4-A Program is to 

provide students with tangible 

rewards each academic quarter.  

The rewards are intended to 

serve as incentives to improve 

performance in the following ar-

eas: Academics, Attendance, 

Attitude and Activities. 

       Academic rewards are based 

on student performance in all 

subject areas. However, students 

meeting standards in any of the 

four  areas will be eligible for a 

reward for that particular area 

each quarter.  

      Examples of past rewards 

include: 4-A Wildcat Award med-

als,Skip-A-Homework Coupons, 

Raise-A-Test By One-Letter Grade 

Coupons, 4-A backpacks, hot dog 

cookouts, etc.   

      So, what happens if a student 

meets standards in all four areas? 

       In a couple of words: good 

things.  Always trying to “keep it 

fresh,” examples of past rewards 

for 4-A students include skiing at 

Perfect North Slopes, and field trips 

to Natural Bridge and the Cincin-

nati Zoo. 

      Tentatively scheduled 4-A trips 

this year include canoeing on the 

Little Miami River, skiing at Perfect 

North Slopes and who knows? 

      If you have any questions about 

the program, please call 292-0552.   
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ACTIVITIES 

  Y O U R 2 0 0 9  N M S  WI L D C A T   
  CH E E R L E A D E R S   
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     8th Grade:  

     Nicara Cambell          

     Kierra Clark  

     Mirissa Combs          

     Jasmine Deramus     

     Caitlyn Drohan  

     Melanie Girdler          

     Rachel McNeil          

     Raven Rice  

  

     7th Grade:  

     Kiaira Campbell         

     Kayla Lumpkins          

     Taylor Stratton          

     Connie Turner          

     Kaylee Usleaman    

        

     6th Grade:  

     Miriah Combs  

     Mariah Drohan            

     Ash-Lynn Hensley       

     Krista Mills           

 

     Coaches: 

     Jessica Holland 

     Misty Smith  

     Tes’chelle Watkins 

 

NMS 4-A PROGRAM: WHERE OPPORTUNITY 
MEETS PREPARATION 

GET INVOLVED!  
STAY INVOLVED! 
 
     In addition to team sports, Newport Middle 

School offers a variety of student clubs and after school 

activities.  To fully benefit from their educational experi-

ence, we highly encourage our students to get involved 

in at least one extra-curricular activity during the school 

year. 

       Anticipated clubs and activities for 2009-10 in-

clude: 

 

• Academic Team —  Sponsor: April Amis.  Further 

details TBA. 

• Art Club —  Sponsor: Vicki Sapp.  Further details 

TBA. 

• Book Club — Sponsor: Holly Hart.  Further details 

TBA. 

• Fishing Club — Open to all NMS students, the club 

will have several outings this year.  First fishing trip 

will be to Campbell Co. Reservoir on Sept. 4.  See 

8th-grade teacher Adam Wise for further informa-

tion.  

• Girls On the Run — Open to 8th-grade females 

only, GOTR is aimed at improving self-esteem, 

while teaching students benefits associated with 

physical exercise and good nutrition.  Meeting two 

days per week for approx. one hour each session, 

the start date for GOTR is anticipated to be Febru-

ary 2010.  The culminating event is a 5K running 

event in May.  For details, see club sponsor Erica 

Hug or Lisa Wagner in the Youth Services Center. 

Phone: 292-0552.    

• Kids’ Café — Open to all NMS students, Kids’ Café 

will provide hot meals after school in the cafeteria 

from October thru April.  Start date is Monday, Oct. 

5 from 4 p.m.—6 p.m.  From that date forward, 

Kids’ Café will be open Mondays and Thursdays 

thru April during those same hours.  

• National Jr. Honor Society —  Sponsor: Beth Hill.  

Further details TBA. 

• MMA Club (Mixed Martial Arts) —  Further details 

TBA. 

• NMS Fitness Center — Further details TBA. 

• Pep Club —  Sponsor: Esther Kilgour.  Further de-

tails TBA. 

• STLP —  Sponsor: Tommy Thompson.  Further de-

tails TBA. 

• Student Council —  Sponsor: Belinda Padgett.  Fur-

ther details TBA. 
• Table Tennis — Practicing at Newport Middle 

School’s gymnasium, the Northern Kentucky Table 

Tennis Club welcomes players of all ages 

(especially kids)! The club is open Saturdays from 

4 to 9 PM and Mondays and Wednesdays from 6 

to 10 PM. The cost is only $4 per person (or $6 for 

two people) for the whole day.  *NMS students 

receive free admission.  If you have questions 

about the club, please call George Thompson at 

859-635-2833 or email Greg Thompson at 

gtnotes@hotmail.com 
 
*Note: formation of many of the clubs and activities 

mentioned above are ongoing.  Details shortly!  

NMS Staff Cheerleaders:  

Student v. Faculty Basketball Game, March 2009. 



Y O U R  2 0 0 9  N M S  WI L D C A T  F O O T B A L L  T E A M  

Newport  Middle  School  News  

Stanley, also age 13, is equally 

upbeat 

about the 

team’s pros-

pects this 

year.  How-

ever, he 

cautions, 

the team 

can be suc-

cessful only if “Everyone does 

what they are supposed to do, 

listens to the coaches and run the 

plays right.” 

      Good luck to Coach McDay 

and our NMS Wildcats! 
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Date:   Opponent:            Time:          Field: 

 

8/22     Walton           5:00           Dixie 

   

8/29     NewCath             11:00         Newport 

 

9/5       Holy Cross           12:30         Dixie 

 

9/12      Sharp                  12:30         Holy   

                                                              Cross 

 

9/19      Brossart              4:30           Newport 

   

9/26      Woodland            12:30        Holmes 

 

10/3      CovCath               4:30          CovCath 

 

10/10    Playoffs                5:30         Newport 

 

10/17    Championship     6:00          Dixie 

 

  

               

2009 NMS Football Schedule 

Did you know…  
     Nick Rice, first-year head football 

coach at Newport High School, is a proud 

alumnus of our school district, attending 

4th Street Elementary, Newport Middle 

and Newport High Schools.    

     Achieving All State honors while play-

ing football at NHS, he went on to be 

named an All American at Thomas More 

College… twice!  Following college, he 

continued his athletic career playing 

arena football for the Cincinnati Swarm.   

     Coach Rice holds a degree in Elemen-

tary Education and teaches at Newport 

High School; he also serves as the 

school system’s athletic director.   

     Good luck to Coach Rice and our New-

port High School Wildcats! 

      Despite two hard-fought 

opening season losses, the NMS 

football team is hoping for big 

things this year under first-year 

head coach D’Juan McDay.   

       Running back Eric Stanley, 

age 13, is expected to be the 

team’s main weapon on the 

ground.  Also the Cats’ backup 

quarterback, Stanley is optimistic 

about the team’s chances of 

winning the Northern Kentucky 

Middle School Football League 

Championship.  “My main goal is 

to go all the way and win the 

title,” he said.  

        Wide receiver Jashawn        

CATS HOPE TO WIN IT ALL! 

8th-grade running 

back  Eric Stanley. 

Player:                 Position:             Grade:                       Number: 

Eric Stanley  RB  8th         2 

Jashawn Stanley  WR  8th          4 

Darien Witherspoon QB  7th                                 5 

Antonio Glenn  QB  8th            7 

Jake Kuhn  TE  8th                                 12 

Mason Whaley  WR  8th                                 13 

David Lynam  FB  7th         14 

Josh Crabtree  RB  8th                                 20 

Tyler Farmer  RB  8th                                 21 

Chris Hicks   RB  6th                                 22 

Ryan Ochoa  WR  7th                                 24 

Matt Russell  TE  7th                                 25 

Derrick Applegate  RB  7th                                 30 

Michael Lewis  RB  8th                                 33 

Tristan Jones  RB  6th                                 34 

Bryan Martin  RB  8th                                 35 

Gage Jones  G  7th                                 36 

Chris Neace   C  8th                                 42 

Michael Turner  FB  8th                                 43 

Jon Martin  C  8th                                 52 

Justice Lewis   T  8th                                 54 

Austin Combs  G  7th                                 55 

Michael Sams  T  8th                                 60 

Mark Hurst  T   8th                                 62 

James Clark  T  6th                                 64 

Andre Anderson  FB  7th                                 65 

Ethan Smith  G  7th                                 66 

Kameron Covington T  7th                                 68 

Kenny Mardis  T  6th                                 70 

Anthony Bridewell  T  6th          71 

Brandon Starnes  T  7th                                 72 

Kyle Taylor  T  7th                                 73 

Ricky Boyers  T  8th                                 75 

Josh McIntosh  T  8th                                 78 

 

Head Coach: D’Juan McDay 

Assistant Coaches: Aaron Hambrick, Terry Runyon, Zach Jennings  HEAR THE RUMBLEé 
                       FEEL THE ROAR! 



schools have been instructed 

to call and/or leave messages 

when they have not heard 

from a parent regarding a stu-

dent’s absence.   

       Newport Independent 

Schools are required to en-

force the compulsory atten-

dance law.  However, our main 

purpose is to ensure that your 

children receive the best edu-

cation possible in order to 

prepare them for the adult 

world and a productive life. 

—Mark Goetz, Director of Pupil 

Personnel  

health therapists are avail-

able on-site for individual 

therapy.  As part of a federally

-funded Alcohol Abuse Reduc-

tion grant, two mental health 

therapists have been hired 

through Family Service of 

Northern Kentucky—the larg-

est private, non-profit mental 

health agency in Northern 

Kentucky.   

      Referrals may be made 

through Marvin Metz, Guid-

ance Counselor.  He may 

reached at 292-3017 or 

email: 

marvin.metz@newport.kyscho

ols.us 

□ 

 

       Are you having trouble 

talking to your teen child?  

Does it sometimes feel like 

you are from Venus and they 

are from Mars?   

      Well, you are not alone.  In 

fact, it is quite common for 

teens and parents to 

experience communication 

issues  during the “teen 

years.”   

      In its 10th-year of 

operation, the Newport 

Health Center continues 

to provide a variety of 

medical services at NMS. 

      Nurse Practitioner 

Nancy Warren will be on-

site Monday thru Friday 

each week, 7:30-9:30     

a.m.  Now based at New-

port Middle School, she 

will provide services not 

only for NMS students, 

but also for students from 

the across school district. 

       As in years past, Ms. 

Warren will be available 

for sick visits, school and 

sports physicals, immuni-

zations, etc.  

      Services continue to 

be free of charge.  The 

Health Center phone 

number is 291-1910. 

□ 

 

      If you feel your child 

may be abusing sub-

stances… or is at risk for 

doing so, licensed mental 

      However, if you feel your 

family needs assistance in 

supporting your child during 

the often-diffcult transition to 

young adulthood, help is 

available. 

      The Newport Health 

Center is offering a program 

designed to improve family 

relationships and parenting 

skillls, while also increasing 

adolescent social & life skills.   

      Entitled The Strenthening 

Families Program, SFP is a 12

-week workshop series that 

involves both parents and 

children, ages 11-16.  

Meeting on Tuesdays each 

week at the Youth Services 

Center, sessions will begin at 

5:00 p.m. and last until          

7:30 p.m. 

     As a nice side benefit, a 

substantial family dinner is 

also provided.  Child care is 

available, along with addition-

al rewards and incentives for 

attendance.  

     If you would like more 

information on SFP, please 

call Beth Lange at 291-1910.  

 

H EALTH  WATCH  

Weõre on the Web! 
Visit www.newportwildcats.org  

IMPORTANT ATTENDANCE INFORMATION 

     One of the most important 

indicators of school success 

is ATTENDANCE.  Over the 

past five years Newport Inde-

pendent Schools has made 

great strides in this area… 

and, as a consequence, posi-

tive results are being experi-

enced in the classroom.     

      In that regard, you should 

know Kentucky’s legislature 

has amended the compulsory 

attendance law (KRS 

159.150) to read that a stu-

dent now will be considered a 

“habitual truant” once they 

have accumulated six unex-

cused “attendance events.”  

The law does not distinguish 

between an absence and a 

tardy.  This means that a stu-

dent will be defined as a ha-

bitual truant once they have 

accumulated six tardies, six 

unexcused absences, or ANY 

combination of absences/

tardies equaling the number 

of six.  

   Upon reaching six unex-

cused attendance events, 

court proceedings  may be 

brought against the parent 

and/or the student depending 

on the child’s age.  The law 

expands to cover students 

who are 18 year old.  A fine 

ranging from $100 for the 

first offense to $250 for the 

second offense also will be in 

effect.   

      Please keep in 

mind:Newport Independent 

Schools accepts five parent 

notes to be used at the par-

ent’s discretion in order to 

excuse any absence or tardy.  

We ask that as a matter of 

safety, you call your child’s 

school any time your child will 

be absent from school.  All 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Newport Middle School  

30 West 8th Street  

Newport, KY  41071 

 

“Dedicated to student success.” 

 

 

□ 

 
 

Principal: David Upchurch 

david.upchurch@newport.kyschools.us 

 

 

Assist. Principal: Anthony Piccirillo 

anthony.piccirillo@newport.kyschools.us 

 

 

Guidance Counselor: Marvin Metz  

marvin.metz@newport.kyschools.us 

 

 

Curriculum Specialist: Diane Hatfield 

diane.hatfield@newport.kyschools.us 

 

 

 

□ 
 

 

Main office: 292-3017 

Youth Services Center: 292-0552 

Health Center: 291-1910 

Welcome Center: 292-3080 

Safe School Helpline:                              

1-800-4-1-4VOICE  ext. 359 
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